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·Minamata
Convention - a 
regulatory 
mechanism to 
decrease 
environmental Hg 
loadings. 

· Paris Climate 
Agreement ï
reduction of climate 
changing 
anthropogenic gases 

ÅHg is a persistent chemical, MeHg bioaccumulates

and biomagnifies

ÅRecognizing that once released it actively cycles in 

the environment for hundreds-to-thousands of years 

before being buried in sediment 



Minamata Convention on Mercury

· A global treaty to protect human 
health and the environment from the 
adverse effects of mercury 

· Agreed at the 5th session of the 
Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee (INC) in Geneva ,
Switzerland, 19 January 2013

· Adopted at the diplomatic conference 
in Kumamoto, Japan, on 10. and 11. 
October, 2013

·Ratified on 16. August, 
2017

www.mercuryconvention.com



Minamata Convention

www.mercuryconvention.com



Minamata Convention & Article 19

Å Monitoring levels of mercury 
and mercury compounds in 
environmental and biological 
media

Å Harmonized methodologies

Å Information on the 
environmental cycle, transport, 
transformation and fate
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Mercury  & EU Directives

Directive 2004/107/EC on ambient air

Directive 2010/75/EU on 
industrial emissions

Directive 2013/39/EU as regards priority
substances in the field of water policy


